
 

 
 

 

CHRISTIE’S TO OFFER THE LAST LEONARDO DA VINCI 
 PAINTING IN PRIVATE HANDS  

 

LEONARDO da VINCI’S SALVATOR MUNDI 
 

 
oil on panel 

25 7/8 x 18 in. (65.7 x 45.7 cm.) 

 

• GREATEST ARTISTIC REDISCOVERY OF THE 21ST CENTURY 

• ONE OF FEWER THAN 20 PAINTINGS BY THE GREAT MASTER KNOWN TO EXIST 

• TO BE OFFERED IN CHRISTIE’S POST-WAR AND CONTEMPORARY ART EVENING SALE 

• ORIGINALLY IN THE ROYAL COLLECTION OF KING CHARLES I 

• PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS PLANNED FOR HONG KONG, SAN FRANCISCO, LONDON, NEW YORK 
 

New York – Christie’s is honored to present for sale this fall the greatest artistic rediscovery of the 21st century: 

Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi. Painted by one of history’s greatest and most renowned artists, Salvator Mundi 

is one of fewer than 20 known paintings by Leonardo, and the only one in private hands. When it re-emerged in 2005, 

this exquisite work, depicting Jesus Christ as the savior of the world, became the first discovery of a painting by 

Leonardo da Vinci since 1909.  Christie’s will have the great privilege of presenting Salvator Mundi in upcoming 
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exhibitions in Hong Kong, San Francisco, London and New York, marking the first opportunities for the public in Asia 

and the Americas to see this exceptional and iconic work of art. The painting will be offered in Christie’s Evening Sale 

of Post-War and Contemporary Art on November 15, 2017 in Rockefeller Plaza. The estimate is in the region of $100 

million US. 

Dating from around 1500, the haunting oil on panel painting depicts a half-length figure of Christ as Savior of the 

World, facing frontally and dressed in flowing robes of lapis and crimson. He holds a crystal orb in his left hand as he 

raises his right hand in benediction.  Leonardo’s painting of Salvator Mundi was long believed to have existed but 

was generally presumed to have been destroyed until it was rediscovered in 2005.  

Loic Gouzer, Chairman, Post-War and Contemporary Art, New York, remarked: “Salvator Mundi is a painting of 

the most iconic figure in the world by the most important artist of all time. The opportunity to bring this masterpiece 

to the market is an honor that comes around once in a lifetime. Despite being created approximately 500 years ago, 

the work of Leonardo is just as influential to the art that is being created today as it was in the 15th and 16th centuries. 

We felt that offering this painting within the context of our Post-War and Contemporary Evening Sale is a testament 

to the enduring relevance of this picture.”  

Gouzer continued, “Salvator Mundi was painted in the same timeframe as the Mona Lisa, and they bear a patent 

compositional likeness. Leonardo was an unparalleled creative force, and a master of the enigmatic. Standing in front 

of his paintings, it becomes impossible for one’s mind to fully unravel or comprehend the mystery radiating from them 

– both the Mona Lisa and Salvator Mundi are perfect examples of this. No one will ever be able to fully grasp the 

wonder of Leonardo’s paintings, just as no one will ever be able to fully know the origins of the universe.”  

PROVENANCE AND RE-DISCOVERY 

The painting was first recorded in the Royal collection of King Charles I (1600-1649), and thought to have hung in the 

private chambers of Henrietta Maria – the wife of King Charles I – in her palace in Greenwich, and was later in the 

collection of Charles II. Salvator Mundi is next recorded in a 1763 sale by Charles Herbert Sheffield, the illegitimate 

son of the Duke of Buckingham, who put it into auction following the sale of what is now Buckingham Palace to the 

king.   

It then disappeared until 1900 when it was acquired by Sir Charles Robinson as a work by Leonardo’s follower, 

Bernardino Luini, for the Cook Collection, Doughty House, Richmond.  By this time, its authorship by Leonardo, 

origins and illustrious royal history had been forgotten, and Christ’s face and hair were overpainted. In the dispersal 

of the Cook Collection, it was ultimately consigned to a sale at Sotheby’s in 1958 where it sold for £45. It disappeared 

once again for nearly 50 years, emerging in 2005 when it was purchased from an American estate at a small regional 

auction house. Its rediscovery was followed by six years of painstaking research and inquiry to document its 

authenticity with the world’s leading authorities on the works and career of da Vinci. 

In 2011, the dramatic public unveiling of Salvator Mundi (‘Savior of the World’) in the exhibition Leonardo da Vinci: 

Painter at the Court of Milan at The National Gallery, London, caused a worldwide media sensation.   

Alan Wintermute, Senior Specialist, Old Master Paintings at Christie’s commented: “The Salvator Mundi is the 

Holy Grail of old master paintings. Long-known to have existed, and long-sought after, it seemed just a tantalizingly 

unobtainable dream until now.  To see a fully finished, late masterpiece by Leonardo, made at the peak of his genius, 

appear for sale in 2017 is as close as I’ve come to an Art World Miracle.  It has been more than a century since the 

last such painting turned up and this opportunity will not come again in our lifetime.  I can hardly convey how exciting 

it is for those of us directly involved in its sale.  The word ‘masterpiece’ barely begins to convey the rarity, importance 

and sublime beauty of Leonardo’s painting.’ 

Francois de Poortere, Head of Old Master Paintings, added: “It is an honor to be entrusted with the sale of this 

mystical masterpiece. After centuries of hiding, da Vinci's Christ as Salvator Mundi stirred unmatched sensation in 

the art world when it was unveiled on the walls of London’s National Gallery in 2011. We look forward to creating a 



similar sensation at Christie’s sites worldwide over the next month, as we share what many call the 'Male Mona 

Lisa' – with our global community of collectors, art historians and the public.” 

 

GLOBAL EXHIBITION AND TOUR 
Prior to an extended pre-sale exhibition in New York, Christie’s will tour this exceptional painting to key locations 

around the world, including Hong Kong, San Francisco and London.  

Public Exhibitions:   
Hong Kong – October 13 - 16 
San Francisco – October 17 - 21 
London – October 24 - 26 
New York – October 28 - November 4 

Auction:  
Post-War and Contemporary Art Evening 
Sale 
Christie’s New York, Rockefeller Center 
November 15, 2017 at 7pm EDT 

 
 

 
PRESS CONTACT:  

Rebecca Riegelhaupt (US) | 212 636 2680 | RRiegelhaupt@christies.com 
Belinda Bowring (UK) | 020 7389 2677 | bbowring@christies.com 

Lavina Chan (Hong Kong)│ +852 2978 9919 │ lavinachan@christies.com 
 

 
About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in first half of 2017 that totalled £2.35 billion / $3 billion. Christie’s is a 

name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international glamour. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions 

annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to 

over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & 

Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 

Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, 

Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  

# # # 

Images available to download here 

FOLLOW CHRISTIE’S ON: 

 

 

mailto:RRiegelhaupt@christies.com
mailto:bbowring@christies.com
mailto:lavinachan@christies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/54a2r2bc4lwctu5/AABPkrvp2PKDEy9ugI1vTpZia?dl=0
http://pinterest.com/christiesinc/
http://www.facebook.com/Christies
http://twitter.com/#!/ChristiesInc
http://instagram.com/christiesinc
http://christiesauctions.tumblr.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/christiesauctions?feature=results_main

