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CUBIST MASTERPIECE 

BUFFALO BILL BY PABLO PICASSO 
WILL HIGHLIGHT CHRISTIE'S 20TH  

CENTURY EVENING SALE 

17 NOVEMBER 2022 | NEW YORK 

 
PABLO PICASSO (1881-1973) 

Buffalo Bill  
oil and sand on canvas 18¼ x 13⅛ in. (46.3 x 33.3 cm.) 

Painted in Paris in spring 1911 
$10,000,000-15,000,000 

 

New York – Christie’s is pleased to announce Picasso’s Buffalo Bill as a leading highlight 
of the 20th Century Evening Sale taking place at Rockefeller Center Thursday, 17 
November 2022. Estimated to achieve $10 million – 15 million, Buffalo Bill carries an 

esteemed provenance. The painting’s first owner was the legendary art dealer of the 
Cubist movement, Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler. It comes to Christie’s from a distinguished 
private collection where it has remained for more than thirty years. 
 



David Kleiweg de Zwaan, Christie’s Senior Specialist, Impressionist and Modern 
Art remarks: “Buffalo Bill’s daring exploration of new territory as a scout resonated with 
Picasso, who himself was reconnoitering new frontiers in his pioneering Cubist art. With 

the recent opening of the Cubism show at The Met, we are thrilled to bring this rare Cubist 
portrait depicting an icon of the American West to the market in our 20th Century Evening 
Sale in New York this November.” 
 

Painted in 1911 during the highpoint of Analytical Cubism, Buffalo Bill is singular within 
Picasso’s oeuvre, standing as one of the few named male portraits that he painted in the 
years of pre-war Cubism. It is exemplary of the artist’s practice during this period of radical 
artistic experimentation, as Picasso interpreted the well-known image of Buffalo Bill, an 

icon of the American frontier, through his newly conceived language of deconstructed 
lines and forms. In it, Picasso pushed the boundaries of representation to their extreme, 
reducing the well-known image of the Wild West star to its essentials, whilst retaining 
glimpses of his signifying characteristics—such as his flamboyant goatee and famed 

Stetson hat.  
 
Picasso was a great fan of the rugged frontiersman and identified with this heroic 
adventurer and showman. Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show first toured to Paris in 1889, and 

returned in 1905, filling a 17,000 seat arena to capacity for months. In letters to his Cubist 
accomplice, Georges Braque, Picasso signed himself “ton pard,” short for the cowboy 
“pardner,” playfully indulging in their shared love of, as they called it, “Le Far West.” 
 

Buffalo Bill has been in a number of important exhibitions. Picasso selected it for his 
landmark 1932 retrospective at the Galerie Georges Petit, Paris, followed by the 
Kunsthaus Zurich, and it was included in the 1989-1990 exhibition Picasso and Braque, 
Pioneering Cubism at The Museum of Modern Art, New York. The sale of Buffalo Bill 

coincides with the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s current show, Cubism and the Trompe 
l’Oeil Tradition, open through January 2023. The exhibition is one of 40 exhibitions 
participating in the International Celebration Picasso 1973-2023, a worldwide initiative 
marking the 50th anniversary of the artist’s death and celebrating his lasting legacy.  
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About Christie’s 

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, 

as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art 
financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, 

Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It 
also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

 
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent 

years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th 
century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's 
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is also recognised as a reference for prestigious single owner collections, having auctioned 8 of the 10 most important colle ctions in 
history. 

 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, 

working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction 

house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an 

industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business  of art, 

including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding 

experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats. 

 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving 

sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-

represented voices and support positive change.  

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

 
*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions 

of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable 

fees.  
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