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London – Christie’s London is pleased to offer Au Bord Du Lac: An interior by François-Joseph 

Graf in a live auction on 26 January. This unique home, on the shores of Lake Geneva, was one 

of François-Joseph Graf’s earliest projects after launching his agency in 1986. The collection 

features French decorative arts, furniture and paintings, predominantly from the late 19th century. 

Each room had a distinct identity and aesthetic, created by Graf for his clients without slavishly 

adhering to a particular style or period. Graf combined luxurious materials such as lacquer and 

gilt-bronze with lustrous ceramics and glass and his own rich fabrics, which when brought together 

created a home which was both comfortable and opulent. Highlights include a serene garden 

scene painted at Gerberoy in 1917 by Henri Le Sidaner (estimate: £300,000-500,000), a group 

of ‘Japonisme’ furniture designed by Édouard Lièvre and Gabriel Viardot (estimates from £7,000 

to £40,000), an impressive collection of Art Nouveau ceramics by Pierre-Andrien Dalpayrat with 

innovative colourful glazes (estimates from £1,000 to £40,000), and a suite of burgundy-japanned 

Aesthetic Movement room panelling painted with exotic birds used in the dining room (estimate: 

£30,000-50,000). The sale is on public view at Christie’s in London from 20 to 25 January. 
 

To read the sale introduction by François-Joseph Graf and to view the full sale please click here 

for the e-catalogue. 
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Au Bord Du Lac, exterior left, and the ‘Japanese’ Dining Room, right. Photographs by Gregoire Gardette 
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as 
well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, 
international real estate and education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle 
East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only 
international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, 
Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single 
collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, 
working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction 
house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry 
leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the 
creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales 
formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving 
sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented 
voices and support positive change.  

 
 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of 
Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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