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THE THIRD LARGEST PIECE OF THE PLANET MARS ON 
EARTH LANDS ON CHRISTIE’S AUCTION BLOCK 

 

Auction to also feature an exotic meteorite that struck a doghouse — and the 
doghouse itself — 62 of the 66 lots to be offered at no reserve 

 
Open online for bidding | 9-23 February 

 

 
 

NWA 12690 —THE THIRD LARGEST PIECE OF MARS ON EARTH 

$500,000-$800,000 
 

NEW YORK — Open for bidding from 9-23 February is Christie’s Deep Impact: Martian, Lunar and Other Rare Meteorites 
online-only sale. There is something for everyone with estimates ranging from $400 to $800,000 and 62 of the 66 lots offered 
at no reserve. 
 
Highlights include meteorites containing the oldest matter humankind can touch and others with gemstones from outer space. 
The auction also features a meteorite whose pressure wave knocked a mountain climber off his feet and another that took a 
cow of f its feet — in the only meteorite fatality on record. There are a dozen of ferings f rom the Moon and Mars and nearly 
another dozen from the most famous museums in the world. Meteorites that potentially seeded life on Earth as well as several 
natural sculptures from outer space are also featured — along with the most beautiful extraterrestrial substance known. 
  
Leading the sale is NWA 12690, the third largest piece of Mars on Earth, which weighs 20 pounds (9.1 kilograms). Following 
an analysis by a panel of  scientists, this meteorite joined the of ficial registry of scientific record, the Meteoritical Bulletin. 
Specimens of Mars are by far among the rarest substances on our planet with less than 600 lbs (275 kg) known to exist. These 
samples arrived here af ter having been blasted off Mars following an asteroid impact and are identified by their mineralogical, 
chemical and isotopic signatures (estimate: $500,000 – 800,000). Several other specimens of Mars are also featured in this 
sale. Ranging in estimates from $5,500 to $180,000, all are available at no reserve.  
 
At 9:07 pm on April 23, 2019, a German Shepard in Costa Rica — f ittingly named “Roky” — experienced a f right when a 
meteorite crashed through his doghouse narrowly missing him. While scientists throughout the world are currently analyzing 
meteorites f rom this event to study their extraterrestrial organic compounds, Roky’s impacted kennel will be on display in 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/deep-impact-martian-lunar-and-other-rare-meteorites-20593-nyr/


Christie’s showroom commencing February  12th (estimate $200,000 – 300,000) along with the meteorite itself (estimate 
$40,000 – 60,000). 
 
James Hyslop, Head of Science and Natural History, Christie’s, commented: “This is a really exciting auction and 
opportunity for collectors. Meteorites are incredibly rare objects; the combined weight of all the known meteorites is less than 
the annual output of gold. Ever since an exhibition in Paris featured a car famously struck by a meteorite, I’ve wanted to bring 
an object hit by an extraterrestrial object to auction. There are not many, and I’m thrilled to be able to now offer Roky’s c elebrated 
meteorite-impacted doghouse and its accompanying impactor.” 
 
This sale also features the largest single specimen of Libyan Desert Glass, the result of an enormous asteroid impact 29 million 
years ago which melted into sand into glass. Thousands of years ago Libyan Desert Glass was used as jewelry including in a 
scarab found in King Tut’s tomb. That specimen, however, wasn’t as impressive as the breathtaking example now offered 
weighing 58 pounds (estimate: $150,000 – 250,000). 
  
The aforementioned glass and many of the meteorites in this sale come f rom the Macovich Collection whose curator, Darryl 
Pitt, created the now exploding market for those rarest of meteorites that qualify as natural sculpture from outer space. 
 
Darryl Pitt, Curator, Macovich Collection, stated: “Awe and wonder seem to be in short supply these days, but not when you 
have in your hand an object from outer space that is older than the Earth; an object that delivered the precursors of life to our 
planet billions of years ago — and then billions of years later ended the reign of the dinosaurs and the opening for humankind.” 
 
An abundance of awe and wonder are in great supply in Christie’s Deep Impact auction of important art from space.  
 

PRESS CONTACT: Communications Americas | communicationsamericas@christies.com 

About Christie’s  

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 

bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and 
education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, 

with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to 
hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

 
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 
achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of 

Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 
 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 

with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 
Recent innovations at Christie’s include the  groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house (Beeple’s 
Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, 

Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the creation of view ing and bidding experiences 
that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   

 
Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through 
net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change. 

 
Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here. 
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