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LAUGH NOW BUT ONE DAY WE'LL BE IN 
CHARGE: BANKSY AND 21ST CENTURY 

EDITIONS IS NOW LIVE FOR BIDDING  
 

 

 
Banksy, Flower Thrower Triptych (Grey) (2019, estimate £150,000-250,000) 

 

 

LONDON – Christie’s ‘Laugh now but one day we'll be in charge: Banksy and 21st Century 

Editions’ online sale is now live for bidding, remaining open until 1pm on 21 September 2022. 

This auction format, the title of which references one of Banksy’s most well-known screenprints, 

situates Banksy within the wider context of artists producing editions in the 21st century. Banksy’s 

Flower Thrower Triptych (Grey) (2019, estimate £150,000-250,000, illustrated above), created as 

part of the artist’s Gross Domestic Product project, which was unveiled in a former carpet shop in 

London’s Croydon area, will lead the online-only auction. Banksy’s iconic motif of a masked figure, 

with a petrol bomb replaced by a bunch of flowers, is an image that advocates for peace. The 

artist’s earlier screenprint of this image Love is in the Air (2003, estimate £50,000-70,000) has 
been reinterpreted in Flower Thrower Triptych to form a larger artwork split over three panels. 

 

Stik’s Onbu (Piggyback) (2013, illustrated page two, centre) will be offered as a full set of four 

prints, the first time that the complete series of four colours has been presented together at 
auction. Estimated at £70,000-100,000, Onbu (Piggyback) was produced in collaboration with the 
Adachi Institute in Tokyo. A separate single colourway from the same series, Onbu (Piggyback) 
(Pink) (2013, estimate: £12,000-18,000),  has been donated by the artist to raise funds for The 

Bhopal Medical Appeal. The charity cares for survivors of the world's worst industrial disaster, the 
Bhopal gas tragedy.  
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Tracey Emin’s I can’t tell anyone I loved you (2020, estimate: £3,000-5,000, illustrated above, 
right) has been donated by the artist to Icarus Theatre Collective in support of their new production 

of 'The Lesson', written by Eugène Ionesco. This production represents Icarus' commitment to 
accessibility by incorporating an innovative creative captioning concept that improves accessibility 
for deaf and hard of hearing audiences.  
 

 
 

Additional highlights include Damien Hirst’s visual tribute to cherry blossom, The Virtues (H9) 
(2021, estimate: £100,000-150,000), Harland Miller’s Armageddon (2017, estimate; £8,000-
12,000), Ayako Rokkaku’s Untitled (2021, estimate: £10,000-15,000, illustrated above, centre), and Tunji 
Adeniyi Jones’ Pattern Makers (2020, estimate: £2,000-3,000, illustrated above, left).  
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About Christie’s  

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a w orld-leading art and luxury business. Renow ned and trusted for its expert live and online 

auctions, as w ell as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art 

appraisal, art f inancing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout 
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the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacif ic, w ith f lagship international sales hubs in New  York, London, Hong Kong, 

Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent 

years, Christie’s has achieved the w orld record price for an artw ork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 

20th century artw ork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022, for a single charitable collection sale (the Collection of 

Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a w ork by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 

 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jew ellery and w atches outside of the auction 

calendar, w orking exclusively w ith Christie’s specialis ts at a client’s individual pace. 
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the f irst NFT for a digital w ork of art ever offered at a major 

auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), w ith the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of 

payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new  technologies that are redefining the 

business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the w orld, and the creation of 

view ing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now  channels, and hybrid sales 

formats. 

 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities w orldw ide, including achieving 

sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art w orld to amplify under -

represented voices and support positive change. 

 

Brow se, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: w ww.christies.com or by dow nloading Christie’s apps. 
 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 
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