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UN FOLLE AMORE 

THE AGRATI COLLECTION 
TO BE SOLD IN 20TH & 21ST CENTURY EVENING SALES  

 

17 NOVEMBER 2022 | NEW YORK 

 

 
ANDY WARHOL (1928-1987) 

Self-Portrait 

acrylic and silkscreen ink on canvas 
40 x 40 in. (101.5 x 101.3 cm.) 

Executed in 1978. 
$2,500,000-4,000,000 

 
 

 

 
 
 

JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT (1960-1988) 
Untitled 

acrylic on canvas 
50⅝ x 77 in. (128.5 x 195.7 cm.) 

Painted in 1981. 
$4,000,000-7,000,000 

 
LUCIO FONTANA (1899-1968) 

Concetto spaziale 

oil and glass on canvas 
31½ x 25½ in. (80 x 65 cm.) 

Executed in 1953. 
$1,800,000-2,500,000 

New York— Christie’s is honored to announce highlights from Un Folle Amore - The Agrati Collection will be 
offered during the Fall Marquee Week of sales taking place Thursday, 17 November 2022 at Christie’s New York 
headquarters at 20 Rockefeller Plaza. The group is comprised of  works by Andy Warhol, Jean-Michel Basquiat, 

Lucio Fontana, Piero Manzoni, and Minjung Kim. Additional artworks from The Agrati Collection will be sold 

at Christie’s Paris and Milan. The collection is comprised of nearly one hundred artworks with wonderful 
examples by friends and contemporaries, including Minjung Kim, close family friend and executor of Luigi 

Agrati’s estate. 

Luigi and Peppino Agrati f irst began assembling their storied collection of contemporary art in the 1970s. Over 
the last 50 years, the collection has developed into one of the world’s premier private collections of artworks by 
Italian and international contemporary artists from the latter half of the 20 th century. 
 
The majority of the works in the collection were generously donated by the Agrati family to Gallerie d’Italia, the 
Milanese museum of the Intesa Sanpaolo , an Italian banking group with a major public art collection as well as 
a network of museums across Italy. From May – August of 2018, the museum held a major retrospective of the 
collection: Art as a Revelation: from the Luigi and Peppino Agrati Collection. 

The group is led by Untitled by Jean-Michel Basquiat ($4,000,000-7,000,000), which will be sold in the New 
York 21st Century Evening Sale. Brimming with some of the artist’s most personal imagery, the painting is 



autobiographical in its reference to a car accident that Basquiat was involved in when he was 8 years old. Painted 
in 1981 when Basquiat was only 22 years old, this work is exemplary of Basquiat’s early style.  

Another collection highlight and a second autobiographical artwork by a leading icon is Andy Warhol’s Self-
Portrait ($2,500,000-4,000,000), offered in the New York 20 th Century Evening Sale. This 1978 example is 
extremely rare; one of only eight portraits in this format that Warhol produced in early 1978, and the only one 
remaining in private hands to feature a gold palette. This exceptional self -portrait, displaying three views of the 
artist superimposed one over another, has been in numerous international exhibitions, and also graced the cover 
of the 1979 book, Andy Warhol: Portraits of the ‘70s. It is one of the most psychologically charged and formally 
complex of all the series, demonstrative of Warhol’s ceaseless quest for innovation, and helped to kickstart a 
bold new era of experimentation and creativity. 
 
Also highlighting the 20th Century Evening Sale is Concetto Spaziale by Lucio Fontana ($1,800,000-3,000,000). 
This 1953 painting is a particularly energetic example of Fontana’s oeuvre, employing thick, repeating 
applications of white paint, in a series of marks and broken glass that extends outward from the center of the 
canvas. Defying the constraints of two dimensionality, the progression of linear bands create an impression of 
expansiveness and movement in space. Actively contrasting notions of volume and surface, the work is a superb 
example of the artist’s celebrated practice from the 1950s. 
 
 
Additional highlights: 
 

 
MINJUNG KIM (B. 1962) 

Vuoto nel Pieno 

'Kim 2006' (lower right) 
mixed media on mulberry Hanji paper 

37¼ x 54 in. (94.7 x 137 cm.) 
Executed in 2006. 

$60,000-80,000 

 
PIERO MANZONI (1933-1963) 

Achrome 

kaolin on canvas 
21¾ x 25½ in. (55.3 x 65 cm.) 

Executed circa 1959. 
$1,800,000-2,500,000 

 
 

Sale Dates: 
 
New York | 17 November 2022 

Paris | 30 November 2022 
Milan Online  23 November – 5 December 2022  
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its bespoke 

private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. 

Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flag ship international sales hubs in 

New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).   

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 

achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage 

Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's is also recognised as a reference for prestigious single owner 

collections, having auctioned 8 of the 10 most important collections in history.  

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 

with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  

Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a maj or auction house 

(Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital 

innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour 

life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now 

channels, and hybrid sales formats.  

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through net 

zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.   

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  

  

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 
of the sale catalogue.   

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.    
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