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A ROYAL TREASURE FROM THE 

COURT OF EMPEROR SHAH JAHAN 

A MUGHAL PASHMINA CARPET 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

London – Part of a distinguished private European collection for the last 30 years, the Art of 

the Islamic and Indian Worlds, including Oriental Rugs and Carpets live auction on 27 

October is honoured to present this rare Royal Mughal pashmina carpet, (illustrated above), 

woven for the court of the Indian Emperor Shah Jahan, circa 1650, (estimate £2,500,000 - 

3,500,000 / US$2,900,000 - 4,100,000).  

 

The carpet is of ‘Lattice and Flower’ design, exemplary for its brilliant colour and pattern, 

woven with the most luxurious and costly materials with prized pashmina goat hair woven onto 

a fine silk foundation. It is one of only four 17th century pashmina carpets remaining in private 

hands.  

Royal Mughal Pashmina Carpet  

Northern India, circa 1650 

9ft. x 8ft.11in / 275 x 274 cm 

(Estimate £2,500,000 – 3,500,000 

/ US$2,900,000 – 4,100,000) 

 



The carpet is now virtually square as it has been shortened: the length was originally about 

4.4 meters. Three smaller fragments from the same carpet are known to have survived, two 

are in museums, the third is privately owned. 

NOTABLE POINTS ABOUT 17TH  CENTURY MUGHAL PASHMINA CARPETS 

 

The workshops 

The great Mughal Emperor Akbar (1556-1605) had ruled successfully for fifty years and was 

a devoted patron of the arts.  He established royal carpet workshops during the last quarter of 

the 16th century in India which both his son, Shah Jahangir, and grandson Shah Jahan 

continued to support.  All three were fine connoisseurs and committed patrons resulting in a 

renaissance of all forms of Indian art under their reign. 

 

The Flower Style  

This carpet is an important example of the new Flower Style in Mughal India which became 

popular in architectural decoration and the decorative arts under the emperor Shah Jahan (r. 

1628-58). A variety of flowers represented  in profile and organized in rows is a hallmark of 

the style. Roses, lilies, carnations and sunflowers amongst many others, were recorded 

naturalistically. The genesis of the Flower Style in Indian art can be traced to the visit of the 

Mughal Emperor Jahangir (r.1605-27) to Kashmir in 1620. He was accompanied by his 

favourite natural history painter, Mansur, who on this trip produced more than 100 paintings 

of local flowers, of which three survive.  However it was not until after 1630 that the vast 

majority of court carpets woven in India reflected the new taste for the Flower Style which 

dominated carpet design as well as all aspects of Mughal art. The Red Fort Palace, Delhi; the 

Agra Fort, Agra and Shah Jahan’s monument to his late wife, the Taj Mahal, Agra, all reflect 

this same decoration within their architecture. 

 

Pashmina  

In most rug-weaving cultures, silk is the most valuable and sumptuous fibre. In Mughal culture, 

in northern India, this was not the case. The most highly prized fibre for the pile (that part of 

the carpet one actually had physical contact with and sat or walked on) was goat hair, 

pashmina, the undercoat of the Himalayan mountain goat (Capra hircus laniger). Each 

pashmina fibre measures almost one sixth the width of a human hair, which meant that these 

Mughal carpets were among the finest carpets ever woven. The highest knot count exceeds 

2,000 knots per inch, which goes beyond what the eye can “read.” The majority of examples 

fall between 400 and 1,000 knots and the carpet discussed has an average of 672 knots per 

sq. inch. 
 

Painting with Knots  

The ability of the goat hair to yield beautifully saturated colours led the Indian dyers to become 

masters of colour, to a degree more often associated with painters and illuminators. The 

juxtaposition of closely related colours without the use of defined outlines, a technique 

described as “shading,” was an Indian technique to be found in pashmina examples. Shading 

was used to provide a sculptural quality or three-dimensional effect as found in the sequence 

of greens in the leafy lattice and the reds and pinks of the floral blossoms.  A second technique 

mastered by Indian weavers was “colour mixing,” in which knots of two different colours, not 

necessarily related, are juxtaposed in checkerboard fashion, yielding a third colour. The red 



petals of the blossoms in the field show this technique very well, with an inner red zone created 

by mixing red and white and an outer zone of pink created by mixing pink and white.  
 

 

Numbers define rarity - 17th century pashmina carpets from India are incredibly rare;   

 

• 8 complete carpets exist, including several in a small format 

of these, 7 are in institutional collections, 1 in private hands  

• 13 fragmentary examples which are “readable” and visually appealing  

of these 10  are in institutional collections , 1 in private hands, 2 whereabouts 

unknown 

 

(There are approximately 30 small fragments which are deemed too fragmentary or worn to 

be able to read successfully).  

 

Therefore only 4 (including the present carpet) remain in circulation. 

 

Due to the fragility of the silk and the finely spun pashmina pile very few examples survive, 

making a carpet of this size and condition an extraordinarily rare survivor from the golden 

age of Imperial Mughal carpet production. 

 

The Mughal Carpet will be on view and exhibition at the following locations during 

September and October;  

 

• New York, Christie’s Rockefeller Centre, 16 - 19 September 

• Dubai, Christie’s DIFC, 28 September - 3 October 

• London, Christie’s headquarters, 22 - 26 October 

 

The Royal Mughal pashmina carpet is a leading lot in the forthcoming live auction of the Art 

of the Islamic and Indian Worlds including Oriental Rugs and Carpets taking place on 

27 October at Christie’s London.   

 

Notes to Editors:  

 

Please find a selection of images in drop box of the Mughal carpet via this link  

 

Image credits: Please note that the images in the drop box were shot at Elveden Hall, 

Suffolk.  The credit for usage is:  ©Christie’s Images 2022.  Photographed in The Marble 

Hall, Elveden, Suffolk. Courtesy of Elveden Farms. 

For more information please visit www.christies.com  
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About Christie’s 

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well 
as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, 
international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, 
and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international 
auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 
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Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, 
Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century 
artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's is also 
recognised as a reference for prestigious single owner collections, having auctioned 8 of the 10 most important collections in history. 
 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working 
exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 
 
Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house 
(Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in 
digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of 
hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate 
augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats. 
 
Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving 
sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented 
voices and support positive change. 
 
Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
 
*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the 
Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.  
 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of 
applicable fees.  
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