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DEEP IMPACT 
LUNAR AND RARE METEORITES 

MORE THAN HALF THE LOTS OFFERED WITHOUT RESERVE 

ONLINE 14-28 MARCH 

 

 
 

NWA 12691 – THE LUNAR NECKLACE  
Estimate: $140,000 – 200,000 

(Sold without reserve) 

 
New York – Christie’s is proud to offer its annual, online-only sale of important meteorites, Deep Impact: Lunar, 
Martian, and Other Rare Meteorites, which features 68 otherworldly specimens available for bidding 14-28 March. 
Deep Impact offers collectors a compelling selection of one of the rarest — every known meteorite on Earth collectively 
weighs less than the world’s annual output of gold —and most sought-after natural wonders. This is a highly attractive 
sale for all types of collectors; estimates range from $700 to $500,000 and with more than half of the lots offered at no 
reserve. 
 
Christie’s Head of Department, Science & Natural History, James Hyslop said: “Meteorites inspire us the way no other 
object can: holding a piece of another world in your hand is an experience you never forget. In this sale we have curated 
a selection of meteorites that are among the most beautiful and important in the world.” 
 

https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/lots/3374
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With no reserve, leading the sale is NWA 12691-The Lunar Necklace (estimate: $140,000 – 200,000), the first and only 
beaded necklace made of the Moon to appear at auction. Each of the 48 beads in this stunning object weighs 
approximately 3.66 carats and was expertly fashioned from a lunar meteorite — a piece of the Moon ejected into space 
as the result of an asteroid impact. The Moon is among the rarest substances on Earth. Every known piece of the Moon 
extant on our home planet could fit in the back of a large SUV, and much of this material is held by institutions including 
NASA. Moon rocks are readily identified by specific geological, mineralogical, chemical and radiation signatures and many 
— including the specimens from which these beads were fabricated — are nearly identical to the Moon rocks returned to 
Earth by Apollo astronauts.   
 
 “If you love her to the Moon and back,” said Christie’s Head of Department, Science & Natural History, James Hyslop, “it’s 
nice to have something to show for the journey.”  
 
Other important lots include one of the most aesthetic iron meteorites known, featuring a Macovich Collection 
provenance, it is a Gibeon Meteorite-Epitome of Natural Sculpture From Outer Space (estimate $120,000-180,000). 
Older than Earth, it originated from the molten core of an asteroid between Jupiter and Mars. With sumptuous curves, 
this extraterrestrial sculpture also contains a great rarity for a large meteorite — a naturally formed hole.  “This meteorite 
is at the intersection of art, science and existential wonderment — can there be a greater conversation piece?” Said the 
Macovich Collection Curator, Darryl Pitt. 
 
Also originating from the core of a shattered asteroid is the Henbury Meteorite-Matchless Anthropomorphic Australian 
Meteorite (estimate: $40,000 – $60,000) which landed in Australia thousands of years ago, and bears a striking semblance 

to the emoji that communicates awe and wonder      — two of the sentiments evoked by this sale. 
 

                               
           LOT 15                                                 LOT 20                                                                                                     LOT 51  

 EMOJI SENT FROM AN ASTEROID   EXTRATERRESTRIAL GEMSTONES              NATURAL SCULPTURE FROM OUTER SPACE 
            Estimate: $40,000 – 60,000                             Estimate: $12,000 – 18,000                                                          Estimate: $120,000 – 180,000 
                      
                                         

  

There are also nine different offerings of pallasitic meteorites — the most beautiful extraterrestrial substance known. 

Containing gemstones from outer space including peridot (birthstone of August), estimates range from $2,500 – 

$150,000. Exemplifying this category is a Select Complete Slice of the Imilac Meteorite, $12,000-18,000.                                                                                                                            

Highlights also include the oldest matter mankind can touch, the Allende Complete Slice, (estimate: $2,000 – $3,000); a 

slice of a meteorite that arrived in 1492 that had been chained up in a church so it could not fly back into the sky the 

same way it arrived (Ensisheim, estimate: $4,000 – 6,000) and from the asteroid Vesta, a 256 pound meteorite from 

Vesta; as well as the 256 pound meteorite from the asteroid Vesta  Jikharra 001 —  the fifth-largest object on Earth, 

whose extraterrestrial home can be seen with the naked eye (estimate: $300,000 – $500,000).  The largest examples of 

https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/nwa-12691-lunar-necklace-1/177149?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/gibeon-meteorite-epitome-natural-sculpture-outer-space-51/177201?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/gibeon-meteorite-epitome-natural-sculpture-outer-space-51/177201?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/gibeon-meteorite-epitome-natural-sculpture-outer-space-51/177201?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/henbury-meteorite-matchless-anthropomorphic-australian-meteorite-15/177162?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/imilac-select-complete-slice-pallasitic-meteorite-20/177167?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/gibeon-meteorite-epitome-natural-sculpture-outer-space-51/177201?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/imilac-select-complete-slice-pallasitic-meteorite-20/177167?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/allende-complete-slice-oldest-matter-mankind-can-touch-36/177184?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/ensisheim-other-thing-happened-1492-69/177217?ldp_breadcrumb=back
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-lunar-martian-other-rare-meteorites/jikharra-001-massive-meteorite-asteroid-vesta-68/177216?ldp_breadcrumb=back


the Moon and Mars on Earth are much smaller — and this sale also features numerous specimens of both with 

estimates ranging from $5,000 – $250,000. 

 
To learn more about Meteorites, please visit our collecting guide. 

Images for press use available HERE. 
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About Christie’s 

• Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its bespoke 

private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. 

Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in 

New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

• Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most 

important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection, ever offered at auction (November 2022). 

In recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century 

artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless 

service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual 

pace. 

• Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently launched 

the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new 

technologies that are redefining the business of art, including a new venture capital investment fund, the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D 

objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, 

and hybrid sales formats. 

• Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through net 

zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.  

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 
of the sale catalogue. 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.  
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