
 

 
 

 
Christie’s Unveils 

Pitzhanger Manor & Gallery Shoot 
Ahead of the May Edition of The Collector Sales 

                    

London – An array of highlights from Christie’s May edition of The Collector sales, on the 22 and 23 May, 

were recently photographed at the newly opened Pitzhanger Manor & Gallery. Designed and built between 

1800 and 1804 by Sir John Soane, one of Britain’s most influential architects, in what was then rural Ealing 

now west London, Pitzhanger was Soane’s country retreat for entertaining and showcasing his skills as 

an architect. Newly conserved, Soane’s Pitzhanger is now open to view alongside an inaugural exhibition 

of Anish Kapoor sculptures.  

  

Giles Forster, Director of Decorative Arts at Christie’s, comments: “We are 

honoured to have had the opportunity to photograph lots from our upcoming series of 

‘The Collector’ sales in the superbly restored interiors at Pitzhanger. Sir John Soane 

was an antiquarian and visionary architect famed for building the Bank of England 

and Dulwich Picture Gallery, and his genius is apparent in the exquisitely proportioned 

rooms at Pitzhanger. As evidenced by the collections at the Sir John Soane Museum, 

he was an eclectic collector, and it was amazing how his interiors at Pitzhanger so 

harmoniously accommodated such a variety of works from our sales - which span the 

18th and 19th centuries – evocatively bringing them to life.”   

 

Clare Gough, Director of Pitzhanger Manor & Gallery, comments “We are 

delighted to have hosted Christie’s at Sir John Soane’s Pitzhanger Manor. Many of 

the items which Soane collected to display at Pitzhanger were purchased at auction 

from Christie’s, not least William Hogarth’s series of eight paintings, A Rake’s 

Progress, that Mrs Soane bought for Pitzhanger at Christie’s in 1802. These were 

hung at Pitzhanger until Soane finally sold the Manor in 1810 and transported them 

to his London home in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, where they now hang at Sir John Soane’s 

Museum. It seems utterly fitting to see the items in this catalogue displayed in the 

dramatic interiors that Soane so innovatively designed to enhance his collection.”  
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Full lot details on the highlights depicted in all the shots are available. For details on the sale as a whole – 
including the announcement on the collaborator for the May Edit of The Collector sales – please see the 
separate press release. 
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The Sale Dates 
➢ The Collector: English Furniture, Clocks & Works of Art on 22 May 

➢ The Collector: European Furniture, Works of Art & Ceramics on 22 May 

➢ The Collector: Silver & 19th Century Furniture, Sculpture & Works of Art on 23 May 

About Christie’s   
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in the first half of 2018 that totalled £2.97 billion / $4.04 
billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s offers around 
350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. 
Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, 
with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 
Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New 
York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 
*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at 
the back of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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