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CHRISTIE’S NEW YORK 
 

OLD MASTERS  
 

TOTAL: $14,430,900 
 

 

OLD MASTERS  

PIETER BRUEGHEL THE YOUNGER  

(BRUSSELS 1564-1638 ANTWERP) 

The Tower of Babel 

Price realized: $2,580,000 

 

New York – Christie’s Old Masters sale on 10 June, realized a total of $14,430,900, selling 88% by low 

estimate, with strong prices for Northern Renaissance and Baroque masters, as well as spirited bidding on 

sculptures from across centuries. The top lot in the sale was The Tower of Babel by Pieter Brueghel the Younger, 

an ambitious, monumental picture on panel that shows the strong influence of his father, Pieter Brueghel the 

Elder. It brought $2,580,000. Other highlights among paintings include Roses, lilies, an iris and other flowers in 

an earthenware vase by Clara Peeters, which realized $1,500,000; The Bagpiper and Marry Wife, by Jan van 

Hemessen, which fetched $1,134,000; and A View of Beverwijk, by Salomon van Ruysdael, which sold for 

$567,000. Two sculptures sold well above their estimates, A Group of Composite Figures of Ceres, Venus, 

Apollo, and Mercury in the Manner of Joseph Chinard, which brought $604,800, more than eight times its low 

estimate; and A Polychrome And Gilt Limestone Figure Of Saint Roch attributed to Gilbert Betrand, which made 

more than 20 times its low estimate, at $592,000.  

 

  

  

 

 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/old-masters-29411/


 

  

OLD MASTERS 

CLARA PEETERS  

(ANTWERP 1589-1657) 

Roses, lilies, an iris and other flowers in an 

earthenware vase 

signed and dated  

oil on panel 

Price realized: $1,500,000 

 

OLD MASTERS 

JAN SANDERS VAN HEMESSEN (HEMESSEN C. 

1504-1556 ANTWERP) 

The Bagpiper and Merry Wife 

signed(?) 'IOÊS DE HEMESSEN PINXIT' (lower right, 

on the tankard) 

oil on panel 

Price realized: $1,134,000 

 

OLD MASTERS 

SALOMON VAN RUYSDAEL  

(NAARDEN 1600/03-1670 HAARLEM) 

A view of Beverwijk 

signed and dated  

oil on panel 

Price realized: $567,000 

 

 

 

 

OLD MASTERS 

MANNER OF JOSEPH CHINARD  

(FRENCH, 1756-1813) 

A Group Of Composite Figures Of Ceres, Venus, 

Apollo And Mercury 

Price realized: $604,800 

 

OLD MASTERS 

ATTRIBUTED TO GILBERT BERTRAND, 

(FRENCH, CIRCA 1494-1510 

A Polychrome And Gilt Limestone Figure Of 

Saint Roch 

Price realized: $592,200 

 

 

• Browse full sale results here. 
• Press images available on request.  

 

 PRESS CONTACT: Edward Lewine | 212 636 2680 | elewine@christies.com 

About Christie’s 

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 
bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and 

education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific , with flagship international 
sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in  mainland 

China (Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 
achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot 
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Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's is also recognised as a reference for prestigious single 
owner collections, having auctioned 8 of the 10 most important collections in history.  

 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 

with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace. 
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house 

(Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital 

innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour 

life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-

now channels, and hybrid sales formats. 

 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through 

net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.  

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

 
*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 

of the sale catalogue.  
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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